To our visitors:

in Bleau, no chalk !

Why? Once it has dried your hands, chalk (i.e. magnesia) absorbs air humidity and moist magnesia provides the others with a rock friction like... soap. 

This is not a serious trouble in crag routes only climbed by a limited number of climbers but, in Bleau where hundreds people climb the same routes each day, this is catastrophic. In fact, each climber would need more and more chalk to dry, not only his own hands, but also the slippery layer of magnesia he will find on the holds. In other words, chalk is like drug: the more you use it, the more others need it.

In Bleau as well as in crags, the best is to use no artefact at all but, in case of emergency, you can rub your hands with "pof" (i.e. rosin or colophony). It has the advantages of being hydrophobic and keeping its friction, even slightly moist: moreover, it is an organic material progressively destroyed by the sunshine....

COSIROC thanks you.

